Malignant pleural mesothelioma.
Malignant pleural mesotheliomas are tumors originating in the serosal lining of the pleural cavities. Although these are relatively rare tumors, an increasing number of cases are anticipated over the next decade. Patients with these tumors, which are almost invariably fatal, usually have an interval of less than two years between the onset of symptoms and death. There is a well established link between mesothelioma and asbestos exposure. Treatment includes surgery, chemotherapy, and radiotherapy. This article explores the epidemiology and etiology of the disease, offers a summary of current treatment options, and discusses nursing strategies.